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Bagby Banner 
September 14, 2015  
 

Bagby Elementary School 
1840 Harris Ave, San Jose, CA 95124 

www.cambriansd.org  T: 408-377-3882 F: 408-377-8648 

Mrs. Allison White, Principal 

Email: whitea@cambriansd.org 

 
From the Prinicpal 

Thank you to all the families who were able to make it to Back to School 
Night last week!  It was great to see parents and teachers working 
together to help ensure a successful year for all students.  I am very happy 
we could gather as a school community so I could introduce our teaching 
staff.  I'm very proud of our team and all that they do to create learning 
opportunities for our students.    
 
We've made it through the first heat wave of the new school year!  I 
wanted to take a minute to let you know some of the ways we adjust in 
the event of extreme heat.  Cambrian School District makes sure that 
school administrators are fully informed in the event that a Heat Advisory 
is issued in Santa Clara County.  Outside activities are modified 
appropriately.  Last week, we gave students the option to bring out books 
and quiet activities they could do while sitting in the shade at recess.   We 
encourage kids to stay hydrated by drinking water as 
needed.  Additionally, we've purchased water squirt bottles so that our 
noon duty aides can mist kids who would like to be cooled off that 
way.  Thank you in advance for keeping student squirt bottles at home.   
 
As the temperature began climbing during the first full week of school, I 
made a decision to offer an alternative location for eating lunch.  Some 
children eat at the tables, but they also have the option to eat in a shadier 
place either under our beautiful shade trees or under the new solar 
canopy.   The arrangement is working well.  Having a covered eating area is 
certainly a priority, and I am exploring options that are feasible.   
 
This Friday, September 18, is our first Principal's Coffee.  We'll plan on 
meeting at 8:20 in the staff lounge next to the cafeteria.  If we have a big 
turnout, we may shift to the cafeteria.  The topic for this first coffee will be 

 

Upcoming Events 
September 14 

Kinder classes start full days 

September 18  
Principal Coffee 820am in the 
Staff Lounge 

September 21-23  
Art Vista Docent Training 6-9pm 
Cafeteria 
 

September 24  
Family Dinner Night @ Panda Express 

September 30  
After School Enrichment Starts 

October 23  

Teacher Inservice day. NO 
SCHOOL  

October 24  
Halloween Fun Night  
 
 

http://www.cambriansd.org/
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creating an idea-list for topics of interest for subsequent Principal Coffee 
events.  I anticipate alternating between morning and evening events to 
create more opportunities for parents to participate.  If you can't make it 
to the morning event this time but would like to give some input on future 
topics, please email me at whitea@cambriansd.org and put "Principal 
Coffee" in the subject line. Have a wonderful week! 
 
PS……Fun & Interesting for 4th Grade Families… 
Get your FREE Federal Park, Land and Water pass for your family. Visit 

https://everykidinapark.gov/get-your-pass/.  Print out your pass and 

hit the road. The pass/voucher is good for the 2015-16 school year and 

expires 8-31-2016. Have FUN!  

Best Regards, 

Mrs White 

 

Notes & Reminders from Mrs. White 

Flagpole Repair 
We have had some inquiries about our missing flagpole!  Our flagpole 

has been removed for repairs and will be reinstalled as soon as 

possible.  Until our tall flagpole is in place, the Stars and Stripes are 

proudly displayed in a wall-mounted bracket at the corner of the 

building by room 5’s back door. 

After School Daycare Pick Up 
Some of our students are picked up by offsite daycare providers or 
participate in after school care at facilities located adjacent to Bagby’s 
main campus.  Responsibility for clarifying those arrangements is 
between families and care providers.  It’s imperative that you let your 
student know the expected procedure for after school if they attend 
daycare.  If your child is absent that day, please let your care provider 
know.  Ms. Barb has spent a great deal of time after school trying to 
track down students because the care provider cannot find a particular 
student.  This communication is the responsibility of the parent.  
Thanks in advance for clarifying arrangements with your child and care 
provider. 
 
 
 
 

https://everykidinapark.gov/get-your-pass/
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Current Contact Information 
Please make sure to alert the Bagby office if you have a change in your 
contact information.  We know that you would want to be reached 
immediately if there was a concern related to your child’s health or 
well-being.  If your cell phone, email, or address changes, please let us 
know as quickly as possible so that we can update our records.  
Emergency cards were sent home at the beginning of the year so 
information could be updated.  Thank you for returning those 
promptly.  Should contact information for you or others you have on 
the child’s emergency card change, please alert right away. 
 

Student and Adult Bathrooms 
For the safety and comfort of all, adult bathrooms are located at the 
front of the school adjacent to the Bagby Office.  All other bathrooms 
on campus are for student use only.  If your child needs your 
assistance in using the restroom before or after school, you are 
welcome to take your child into the adult bathrooms near the Bagby 
Office.  Please check in with the office staff if you have a question or 
situation that requires additional assistance in this matter. 
 

Drop Off and Pick Up 
Student safety is our highest concern, so we want to be sure that you 
are aware of guidelines for timing of drop off and pick up.  Playground 
supervision starts at 8:10 each morning.  Please do not drop off 
students early.   Parents are responsible for their child’s supervision 
before 8:10.   The office has a list of child care providers who offer 
before school care.   We are seeing some children being dropped off as 
early as 7:30, so please do make appropriate arrangements with child 
care providers or neighbors so your child is supervised in advance of 
the 8:10 drop off time. 
Teachers have communicated dismissal times for your student’s grade 
level.  Parents are responsible for making arrangements for 
supervision when their child is dismissed from school.  1st, 2nd, and 3rd 
grade students may not be unsupervised until upper grade students 
are dismissed at 2:45.  If your child has an older sibling who is 
dismissed at the later time, please make appropriate arrangements for 
their care after school.   
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Traffic Circle Guidelines- 

 
Bagby School has a very limited pick up area in our traffic circles.  Huge 
thanks to those of you who are able to park on the street and in the 
neighborhood and walk in to pick up your children at dismissal time.  If 
you do use the traffic circles, it is expected that you follow these 
guidelines to ensure the safety of students and staff: 
 
 

1) Children enter and exit vehicles from the curb only!  It is 

incredibly dangerous to have children cross in front of vehicles to 

enter/exit a car that is double-parked.  Staff and volunteers will not 

allow children to enter cars attempting pick up in the passing 

lane.  Please help us keep your child safe and respect traffic circle 

rules. 

2) Please pull as far forward as possible when dropping off or 

picking up.  Often drivers are pulling up part way limiting other 

vehicles from pulling up to the curb to drop off.  Our students are 

very capable of walking a few more yards down the sidewalk in 

order to maximize the number of vehicles moving in and out of the 

circles. 

3) If you use the traffic circles, your child needs to be ready to exit 

the car quickly when you pull up.  If you still need to put your 

child’s shoes on, you need to find a place to park instead.  As a 

courtesy to other parents in the circle, say good-bye to your child 

before they get out of the car and exit as soon as your child is on the 

sidewalk. 

4) Do not leave your car at the curb of the traffic circle!  If you 

need to walk your child into school, please park in a spot or on the 

street.   A car parked in a drop off zone impedes the smooth flow of 

all the other drivers during drop off or pick up and has the potential 

to delay other students from getting to school in a timely fashion.  

 

5) Cooperate with staff and traffic volunteers!  Please be courteous 

if you are asked to move your car or given other directions related to 

safety or procedures in the traffic circles.  Teachers and volunteers 

who are on duty have the safety of students as their highest priority.  

Please support them by being respectful and courteous.  We always 

appreciate smiles and waves and try to offer the same to all who use 

the traffic circles. 
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Teacher Professional Development 
You may have noticed that Bagby’s grade level teams have had 
substitute teachers over the past two weeks.  Cambrian School District 
is implementing a writing instruction curriculum this year.  
Professional development is a key part of supporting teachers with use 
of a new program, so we are delighted that each grade level (across 
Kdg-6th grade) had the opportunity to come together in our 
Educational Services Department for a day of learning and planning for 
implementation.  Each grade level had a designated day to join with 
their grade level colleagues across the district to collaborate and share 
ideas during facilitated sessions led by Linh Nguyen, Assistant 
Superintendent of Educational Services in Cambrian School District.  
Teachers will receive additional training during the school year.  We 
are excited about this opportunity to support our students in their 
development as writers and look forward to sharing their progress 
with you! 
 

San Jose Area Writing Project Parent and Student 
Workshops 
San Jose Area Writing Project is an organization of local educators and 
faculty from San Jose State University’s English Department.   For 
several decades, SJAWP has put on weekend professional development 
opportunities for teachers in the Bay Area.  Periodically, they also 
organize learning events for students and parents on writing.  SJAWP is 
putting on a series of two such events coming up on October 4 and 
November 8.  There will be parallel sessions for students in grades 4-
10 as well as a session for parents of students in those grade levels.  
Information and registration information is available at sjawp.org.  Mrs. 
White would be most interested in hearing feedback from any students 
or parents who attend!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ARE YOU GETTING GROUPVINE EMAILS? ARE YOU 

FAMILIAR WITH THE BAGBY WEBSITE?  

Please visit www.cambriansd.org/bagby for bell schedules, 

Banner Newsletters, calendar reminders and flyers, and stop by 

the Home & School club link to sign up for Groupvine, a portal 

that is used to send out important HSC information. This site 

provides many answers to questions you might have.  

http://www.cambriansd.org/bagby
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From the 
Attendance Office 
Tardies: The first bell 

rings at 8:18am for the 

kids to line up; curriculum 

starts at 8:20am promptly. 

Any student who arrives 

on campus past 8:20am is 

required to come through 

the office to obtain a tardy 

slip.  

Parking The Kinder 

and Cafeteria entry 

circles are for DROP 

OFF only. Do NOT 

leave your car 

unattended. If you 

are running late, 

please park on the 

street and come 

through the office.  

DO NOT park in the 

red zones as it 

creates a safety 

hazard for the kids.  

 

 

Absences  

ALL absences require a 

parent phone call to the 

attendance line at 408-

377-3882 x 2. Do not 

email the teachers as 

this does not guarantee 

accurate reporting. All 

doctor and dental 

appointments require a 

doctors’ note in order 

to have the absence 

excused. Thank you for 

your cooperation.  

CLOSED CAMPUS 

All visitors and volunteers are required 

to sign into the office and obtain a 

visitor sticker PRIOR to accessing our 

campus. You are also required to SIGN 

OUT. This is to ensure the safety of all. 

If you don’t have a sticker visible, you 

will be stopped and asked to return to 

the office.  

WE NEED NOON DUTY HELP 

We need 2 energetic 

people to help provide 

supervision at lunch. 

This is a paid employee 

position.  Please 

contact Gina in the front 

office or via email to 

mccarthyg@cambriansd.

org 
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  Book Fair Update  

   

Thank you to everyone who supported Bagby by shopping at our Scholastic Book Fair last 

week!  Despite the shift in schedules and the 3-day weekend, we were able to top last 

year’s sales by a smidge!  :) 

5th Grade Fundraising was able to bring in just shy of $3000 from combined Book Fair 

and pizza sales!  

Very special thanks to all the wonderful volunteers - adults and students! - who put in so 

much time and effort into our pizza sale and Book Fair.  Adult volunteers helped set up, 

cashier, and tear down both events. 

Student helpers were instrumental in bagging, stocking, crowd control, and tear 

down.  These events would not have happened without your help, so thank you all very 

much.  Go Team 5th Grade!  

 

Don’t forget to look for your teacher’s online Wish List and add a book or two to your order for their classroom 

library. Click on the Classroom Wish List tab to see if your teacher is participating. 

 ALL purchases benefit our school 

 FREE shipping directly to our school (orders will be sent home with your child) 

Click here to 

shop:  http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/bagbyelementaryschool1  

 

http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/bagbyelementaryschool1
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FARMINGO  

 

We are very excited to announce that Farmigo is coming to our school! Farmigo is an online farmers 

market which delivers fresh, seasonal produce sourced from local farms once a week.  They deliver 

fantastic produce, meats, dairy, cheese, eggs and artisanal goods, making it easier than ever to make sure 

our kids are eating right. The food is all harvested to order, so it’s super fresh – and buying from small 

farms supports sustainable practices and the local economy. Even better, with enough orders, 10% of 

the sales will be donated to Bagby's Home & School Club. Go to 

http://farmigo.com/bagbyelementaryschool-sanjose to register and start ordering. 

Place orders by Thursday midnight and you pick up from Bagby the following Monday 2-4. There are 

no commitments, order minimums, or delivery fees. 

First delivery will be Monday, September 21 -- place your order by Thursday, September 17. Use 

coupon code BACKTO SCHOOL20 to get 20% off your first order!   

Contact Jennifer Malutta at jenmalutta@yahoo.com with any questions.  

 

  Garden 

The Bagby Garden had a wonderful summer with plenty of sunshine!!! The garden grew: watermelons, kale, squash, 

cucumber, strawberries, tomatoes, eggplant and pumpkins:) The garden was maintained over the summer by the 

following FABULOUS volunteers: 

Julie Saxton 

Liz Alonzo 

Sara Craven 

Sasha Moseychuk 

Sigal Marash-Minzer 

Lisa Downey 

Kristen Chatfield 

 

Please note: We are looking for a Garden Chair for this year. Please contact me at deedeemaysonave@gmail.com if 

you are interested. I'd be happy to walk you through, step by step :) Happy Gardening! 

 

 

http://farmigo.com/bagbyelementaryschool-sanjose
mailto:jenmalutta@yahoo.com
mailto:deedeemaysonave@gmail.com
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  PROJECT CORNERSTONE  

 

Hello from your Project Cornerstone Leads!  

 

At Bagby, we coordinate the Project Cornerstone program called ABC (Asset Building Champions). Parent 

volunteers will be visiting your child’s classroom every month to read stories, lead discussions and share 

activities to help all kids feel valued, respected and known at school.  

 

In September, volunteers will read the book Have You Filled A Bucket Today? A Guide to Daily Happiness 

for Kids by Carol McCloud. This book uses the image of a bucket to represent our need to be filled with 

positive, caring words every day. When we are kind to each other, we create warm fuzzies that fill our 

friends’ and classmates’ buckets.  

 

The book also discusses bucket dippers, whose negative behavior removes warm fuzzies from other people’s 

buckets and makes them feel sad. The lesson’s goal is to help students intentionally choose to fill their 

classmates’ buckets with kindness in order to treat each other with respect.  

 

Ask your child to tell you more about  

 Warm fuzzies - What are they?  

 Bucket fillers - How can you fill your bucket and the bucket of others?  

 Bucket dippers - How can you keep a lid on your bucket and how can you help bucket dippers fill 

their bucket?  

 

Reinforcing this lesson at home will help your child practice how to create a positive, caring school climate 

where students treat each other respectfully.   

 

If you would like more information about the ABC program, please contact me. The ABC program also 

promotes the 41 Developmental Assets. To learn more, visit the Project Cornerstone web site at 

www.projectcornerstone.org.  

  

Sincerely,  

Janissa Dayrit & Fiorella Scibetta 
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From the HSC President 
Dear Bagby Parents! 
 
Last week was a busy week!  Thanks to all who attended our first Home and School Club 
meeting!  There were almost 50 parents there and we hope to see even more of you in the 
future.  Remember, because you have a student at Bagby, you are a member of the Home and 
School Club. We encourage you to attend the meetings, learn more and get as involved as you 
want in the Home and School Club. Meetings are held the first Tuesday of the month in the 
cafeteria.   
 
Many thanks to everyone who shopped at the Book Fair and to the 5th grade fundraising chairs, 
Shayne Santos and Kari Swanson, for all the work they put in to make it happen.  Just a little over 
$2,400 was raised to help send Bagby 5th graders to science camp. Plus, lots of new books for 
everyone.   
 
There were also many happy faces at the Annual Ice Cream Social. Thank you to our Ice Cream 
Social Chairs, Heather Casale and Jasmine Yip, for coordinating this annual Bagby tradition. Plus, 
a big thank you to the scooper!  
 
This was the first year to combine the volunteer fair with the ice cream social. It was really nice to 
see so many parents stopping by our HSC Volunteer Fair, asking questions and signing up. The 
volunteer fair is a really enjoyable way to find out about all of the many events and programs put on 
by fellow Bagby parents and discover the best volunteer opportunities for you. If you would like 
more information about the Home and School Club committees, please do not hesitate to e-mail 
one of us. We are thrilled to answer your questions and connect you with a committee chair.  
 
Speaking of committee chairs, we have two vacancies: Garden Chair and a 2017 (today’s 4th 
grade) Fundraising Chair. Take on the whole thing or interested in splitting it with someone else, 
great! Send us an e-mail and we’ll help figure it out with you.  
 
Finally, we are in the middle of Bagby’s Giving Campaign! Home and School Club programs and 
events, such as field trips and assemblies, take place because of the donations received during the 
Giving Campaign. More than half of the budget comes from this annual fundraising event. The 
suggested donation per family is $220 but we encourage you to participate by donating any 
amount!  We are grateful for each and every donation. If you haven't given yet, send in your 
donation so that we are able to fund all of the events, programs and classroom support that is 
planned for the 2015-2016 school year. 
 
Thank You! 
Jill Brigham - jillbrigham@gmail.com 
and  
Jennifer Malutta  - jenmalutta@yahoo.com 
HSC Co-Presidents 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jillbrigham@gmail.com
mailto:jenmalutta@yahoo.com
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 The Giving Campaign Needs You ! 

Thank you Bagby Community after 2 weeks we have raised 

$20,000, which is 33% of our target  

Thank you to everyone that has donated to the Giving 

Campaign, you have helped us achieve 33% of our 

target.  However that still leaves us 66% go over the next 

month!   $40,000 is still needed to fund our budget and ensure 

that teachers will get full stipends for classroom materials 

and that field trips and assemblies and our library can 

be supported!  To see how the money is spent the Home & 

School Club budget can be viewed at 

www.cambriansd.org/bagby/hsc. 

Please consider donating any amount. Although $220 is the 

suggested donated.  If every Bagby family donated $50, that 

would help us reach our goal however even $5 from each 

Bagby family would get us one step closer!  To date around 

10% of families have participated in the campaign.   

There are extra donation envelopes in the office or you can 

donate online at www.cambriansd.org/bagby/hsc on the giving 

campaign page 

Any questions? Contact Judy Cubiss at judycubiss@me.com. 

 

FAMILY DINNER NIGHT IS COMING!! Flyer needed! 

Check your child’s Thursday envelope, the Bagby website calendar, Groupvine and 

the front office for the FLYER you will need.  

When? Thursday, Sept 24, 2015 11am to 9pm 

Where?  Panda Express @ Meridian/Foxworthy Ave, SJ  

Flyer must be presented in order for Bagby to get the proceeds 

 
AFTER SCHOOL ENRICHMENT  

 
Mark your calendars! Fall session of After School 
Enrichment begins Sept 30th. That is just 2 weeks 
until the first 6 week session of ASE! Keep an eye 
on your email; more details about class offerings 

and links to register will be out next week. 
 
 
 

 
 

Welcome Back! This year Bagby will again be 
collecting Box Tops coupons to raise money for our 
school. Did you know we could raise thousands of 
dollars just by clipping and submitting Box Tops? 
These coupons can be found on hundreds of 
participating products that your family probably uses 
every day. All you need to do is clip them out, pop 
them in a baggie, and send them to class with your 
child! 
There will be an end of the year party for the top 
earning classroom, as well as monthly prizes for the 
class leading the pack, so keep your eyes open for 
those coupons. 
Happy Clipping! 
Courtney Smith-Unger 
Volunteer Coordinator for Box Tops for Education 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cambriansd.org/bagby/hsc
http://www.cambriansd.org/bagby/hsc
mailto:judycubiss@me.com

